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When implemented properly, Process Safety Management (PSM) systems can 
effectively enhance safety, increase productivity, and improve quality. During a 
recent Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulatory compliance audit, EN 
Engineering’s team of PSM experts put their extensive experience to work and helped 
the client, a diversified, midstream energy company, achieve outstanding results. 

“The audit resulted in zero audit findings, with 100 percent satisfaction,” explained 
Gary Blevins, Vice President, Senior Project Manager. “It was the first time that had 
happened over the course of the client’s many EPA audits, and of course, this is 
extremely advantageous for them.” Positive audit results can help to avoid fines and 
penalties, save time and money, and afford the company a positive reputation in the 
eyes of regulators.

“We have a very detailed auditing protocol conducted by skilled auditors who have 
many years of industry knowledge and experience performing audits and working 
with clients to help resolve the gaps and deficiencies identified,” Blevins explained. 
“Our work with this client proved to be extremely beneficial.”

EN Engineering compliance audits verify that the procedures, practices, and 
documentation required under PSM standards are adequate. And, while auditors 
typically discourage and challenge in-house audits, third-party compliance reviews 
are often met with additional regard and respect.

Intense. Passionate. Hardworking. The three adjectives that describe EN 
Engineering’s Senior Vice President and Chief Engineer Dave Klimas are arguably 
the same traits that make a successful engineer. Klimas, who has been with 
the company since its inception in 2002, has a long, impressive resume and is 
passionate about his job. “Engineering is the most exciting field because it combines 
technical expertise, management, and communication skills to help clients solve 
their most difficult problems,” he explained. “I enjoy working on the most challenging 
projects where I can learn and stretch professionally.”

When EN Engineering was founded, Dave was part of the Distribution team, which 
was initially located within a Nicor office (while space for EN Engineering was under 
construction nearby). “I remember walking into the Nicor office for the first time as a 
consultant, instead of one of their employees. It was very different, and set me-and 
EN Engineering-on our course for the future,” he recalled.

Following a series of promotions, Dave worked on one of EN Engineering’s largest 
projects at the time, the WPS Guardian II Expansion Project, and in Transmission, 
his team executed the Enbridge Pipeline Replacement Project. He was appointed to 
his current position in 2012. “My primary focus is in three areas: quality assurance, 
execution of projects, including start-up and trouble-shooting, and resource 
development,” he explained. “My top priorities are developing procedures that help 
drive efficiency, reduce our costs, and help us remain competitive and grow our 
business.”

Dave believes the company possesses the best engineering team in the country. 
“Our people make us great. Our successful track record and customer service 
define EN Engineering as the go-to engineering firm.” 

Dave attended the Illinois Institute of Technology, where he earned a bachelor of 
science degree in Mechanical Engineering. He followed up with an MBA in Finance 
and Accounting from the University of Chicago in 1999. He and his wife recently 
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary with their four children. An avid, longtime 
Chicago Bear’s football fan, Dave rarely misses a game. He also enjoys reading, 
running, biking, and spending time with the family.
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Upcoming Trade Shows 
Look for EN Engineering representatives at these upcoming industry exhibitions and conferences:

November 12-15 2018 Fall Refining and Equipment Standards Meeting
November 14-15 Rockwell Automation Fair
November 27-29 NACE Western Area Conference

Editor: Erika Wysaski
MessENger is published for customers of EN Engineering. To submit comments, story ideas, or to be added to the 
MessENger distribution list, please contact: ewysaski@enengineering.com.

Our engineering, consulting, and environmental services restore and expand infrastructures; enhance and streamline systems; 
and identify and record key assets for clients including pipeline operators, utilities, and industrial companies. As one of the fastest 
growing engineering firms in the country, with a national network of locations, we are entrusted by businesses, people, and 
communities to serve with excellence… from start to finish.

EN Engineering, 28100 Torch Parkway, Warrenville, IL 60555

Home About Us Contact Us Careers

To prepare for the potential adoption of the Pipeline and Hazardous Safety 
Administration (PHMSA) Gas Transmission Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM), many natural gas pipeline clients are investigating options for compliance 
with the proposed material verification requirements. (See sidebar for pending rule 
changes.)

“The proposed rule strengthens protocols for inspections and repairs of onshore 
gas transmission and gathering pipelines. The rule also improves and streamlines 
information collection to drive risk-based identification of areas with the greatest 
risk for safety issues,” stated Tom Lawrence, Chief Metallurgist. Recently, his team 
conducted a comprehensive review of new material verification technologies that 
can be completed without excavation or destructive testing for a leading natural gas 
and electric utility company. “Our client is proactively considering their options in 
preparation for the rule adoption,” explained Lawrence. “With the potential changes, 
all operators should be anticipating these new protocols.” 

The EN Engineering team reviewed existing technologies for material attribute 
verification and conducted a thorough evaluation of nearby labs. “We developed 
a process for auditing and rating laboratories to determine those that are best 
qualified to perform the testing using the ISO 17025 standard, General requirements 
for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories,” stated Lawrence. 
Next, the team conducted a thorough assessment of laboratories in the client’s 
geographical area and, as the final part of the project, will conduct one-day, on-site 
audits of the top 10 rated laboratories, as determined from the evaluation process, 
to assess the lab’s capability for testing to industry standards/specifications and best 
practice sample preparation methods and procedures. 

“We will deliver a comprehensive report to the client that reviews the existing 
attribute verification technologies available; describes the available technologies 
and methods; and analyzes the potential technical issues and concerns,” explained 
Lawrence. “This proactive work puts our client in an excellent position to react 
quickly to official changes in the regulations,” he concluded.
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GAS TRANSMISSION 
NPRM UPDATE

In March 2018, PHMSA 
proposed dividing the Gas 
Transmission NPRM into 
3 separate rulemakings:

RULEMAKING #1 will 
address Regulatory 
Mandates such as MAOP 
reconfirmation and 
expansion of assessment 
requirements.
Projected publication date for 
final rule: March 14, 2019

RULEMAKING #2 
will address Non-
Regulatory Mandates 
such as repair criteria, 
management of change 
and integrity management 
improvements.
Projected publication date for 
final rule: December 20, 2019

RULEMAKING #3 will 
address Gas Gathering. 
Projected publication date for 
final rule: December 20, 2019

All dates are per the September 
2018 DOT Significant Rulemaking 
Report

PSM Audit Saves Client Time and Money

EN Engineering can 
help determine if PSM 
requirements apply to 

your facility and develop 
and implement an entire 
program, or facets of a 

program, to ensure PSM 
compliancy. In addition to 
compliance audits, other 

PSM services include: 

Process Safety Information 
(PSI) Reviews

Process Hazard Analysis 
(PHA)

Development of Operating 
Procedures
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EN Engineering is supporting an independent public water utility in its effort to 
implement a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) master plan. SCADA 
is a system of software and hardware elements that allows industrial organizations to 
control industrial processes locally or at remote locations, as well as monitor, gather, 
and process real-time data. 

“The client’s goal is to be at the forefront of technology and security,” stated Chris 
Wiehe, Director, Business Development. “We are helping them work toward this 
objective by providing controls and automation support as part of a 10-year master 
SCADA plan.” EN Engineering will participate in a 3-year contract, with potential for 
extensions, to provide additional services to upgrade the client’s infrastructure.

Working with the client, EN Engineering is implementing class-leading, best practice 
methods in the SCADA master plan. The Automation team at EN Engineering is 
CSIA-certified and ranked as one of the largest systems integrators in the United 
States. The team services a wide range of industries where a focus on systems 
integrity is critical. “We bring a unique set of qualifications to the table, as we are 
certified to the highest levels with both the hardware and software vendors with whom 
the client does business,” explained Wiehe. “CSIA Certification also allows us to align 
our process to the process that the client wants to implement.”

Automation Team Supports Best in Class SCADA 
Upgrade

EN Engineering’s 
Automation services include 
engineering & design, 
project management, and 
procurement for a range of 
applications including:

SCADA, PLC & HMI 
System Design 

Information Technology & 
Networking Design 

Manufacturing Execution 
Systems 

Control & Instrumentation 
System Design
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When it comes to accurate and comprehensive project cost estimates, EN 
Engineering beats the industry average...and then some. “More than 95 percent 
of our revenues are derived from the original contracted price,” stated Rick Grant, 
Chief Sales & Marketing Officer. “That means that less than 5 percent of our 
revenue is derived from changes made after contracts are negotiated.” 

Accurate estimates at project initiation reflect EN Engineering’s depth of 
knowledge and experience. “Some changes are client initiated, and some just 
naturally arise and alter the scope of work, but our depth of in-house experience 
across so many functional areas and disciplines allows us to address these 
issues quickly and economically, often within the original budget,” Grant added.

Estimating Right the First Time

PROJECT CONTROLS GROUP 
FOCUSES ON CONTINUOUS 
IMPROVEMENT

EN Engineering’s Project 
Controls Group oversees the 
data gathering, management, 
and analytical processes used 
to predict, understand and 
constructively influence the 
time and cost outcomes of a 
project or program. The group 
partners with operations to 
ensure project success through  
effective management and 
decision making.

Dave Klimas supports the 
Project Controls Group by 
providing strategic direction. 
“We focus on the project 
management lifecycle: initiation, 
planning, execution, monitor/
control, and closeout,” he 
explained. “The team supports 
the business units  to ensure 
continuous improvement.”

The Project Controls team 
was recently centralized to 
capitalize on best industry 
practices and develop stronger 
lines of communication. “Our 
customers can be confident in 
our ability to get the job done.”
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